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   2 Nov - AM arrival, and transfer to Hotel Merlin in 
Copacabana; lunch there, then a Rio city tour ending up in a part 
of Tijuca NP for our fist look at birds (surprisingly productive 
considering the time of day); excellent fancy dinner at 
Churrascaria Mariu 
   3 Nov - all day at Poço das Antas Ecol. Reserve (normally 
closed to the public but some Brazilian "jetu" got us in, even on 
a Sunday); we failed to locate any of the Golden Lion Marmosets 
for which the reserve was set up (and which apparently are 
thriving here, usuually easy to see as they are fed on weekdays), 
but saw a reasonable number of birds considering that virtually 
all of the 7000-hectare reserve is secondary woodland dating from 
the late 1970s); terrible traffic getting back into Rio 
   4 Nov - AM flights to Below Horizonte and then on to Montes 
Claros, where we are met by two vans and drive for another two 
hours to Januária where we check into the new Hotel Viva Maria 
(appropriately enough), overlooking the Rio São Francisco; have 
lunch, then drive some 50 km N to a side road into the Valle do 
Peruaçú NP (a huge IBAMA-controlled area which as usual is mostly 
off limits though fortunately a public road permits access into 
part of it), where there's excellent caatinga woodland (550-600 
m), with highlights being our first of many flocks of Golden-
capped Parakeets and a terrific Moustached Woodcreeper at dusk 
   5 Nov - AM back at Valle do Peruaçú, very productive and this 
morning we go further up and get get into some good caatinga 
scrub (700 m), with highlights being a nice (and much-coveted) 
Great Xenops, a couple Ash-throated Casiornis, and several pairs 
of the newly described São Francisco Sparrows; back to hotel for 
lunch and a short siesta; in late PM drive a bit further N to the 
town of Itacarambí on the banks of the São Francisco to await the 
appearnce of the Bahia Nighthawk at dusk (one appears, but is not 
seen all that well); heavy rain overnight 
   6 Nov - thankfully the rains have stopped (temporarily) so in 
early AM drive S along Montes Claros road to await dawn on bridge 
over the Rio São Francisco, and this time a single Bahia 
Nighthawk permits a more satisfactory look (though GT about kills 
himself in his haste to see it); then drive back north to a 
private fazenda W of Itacarambí (it seems to have two names, 
either the Olho d'Agua or the Saparecida), where we have a long 
walk back to the base of a large rocky outcropping through good 
caatinga woodland, and there manage to find (barely) a couple 
Caatinga Black-Tyrants; back to the hotel for lunch and then the 
long and increasingly rainy drive S back to Montes Claros and on 
to another 2+ hours to Pirapora and the Hotel Canoeiras, again on 
the banks of the Rio São Francisco; it continues to rain all 
night, pouring much of the time 
   7 Nov - we awake to continuing rain, and delay for a while 
after breakfast, but thankfully it lets up and we head out in 
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continuing drizzle around 0800 hrs.; our destination is the 
little travelled "dredge road" that angles left off the Várzea de 
Palma highway and into excellent cerrado and gallery forest; here 
the highlights are a cooperative pair of Minas Gerais 
Tyrannulets, and a less cooperative Henna-capped Foliage-gleaner 
(at least I got tape) and Forbes's Blackbird; back to hotel for 
lunch and heavy rains commence yet again and we pull the plug, 
opting not to drive back to Montes Claros and chance that our 
flight to Below would actually go, but rather to drive to Serra 
do Cipó directly (Andy should actually have set it up this way 
anyway, it ended up taking less time!); get to the Hotel Veraneio 
Cipó around dusk (the town now much more developed, but still 
attractive), and at least the rains seem finally to have ended 
   8 Nov - early breakfast and then up into the highlands, with a 
long walk up to 1250 m for the canastero etc. (in roughly the 
same area as we went in 1990, also to the right but a little 
further along), and then along a side road to the left that 
entered more cerrado-like habitat (this may not even have existed 
in 1990), both very productive; back to hotel for lunch, and then 
the long drive W back through Belo and on to São Roque at the 
edge of Serra da Canastra NP (it took 6 1/2 hrs), settling in at 
the Pousada Barcelos (nice enough rooms and grounds, but it 
suffers badly for not having meal service, and this was to prove 
a hassle throughout our stay, as we have to repair to a so-so 
restaurant in town) 
   9 Nov - long AM drive into the park (as high as 1400 m) 
through nice campos and grasslands (though much has recently 
burned), ending at the top of the Casca d'Anta waterfall, with 
highlights being various campo birds and a superb pair of 
circling Crowned Eagles (nut no mergansers); back to town for 
lunch, then drive into the upper Rio São Francisco valley above 
Vargem Bonita in the late PM; there, not long before dusk and 
after several hours of watching and waiting, we are thrilled to 
see no less than 5 Brazilian Mergansers in flight (though brief, 
actually quite nicely observed though a couple people somehow 
managed not to pick them up) 
  10 Nov - AM return to the upper Rio São Francisco valley for a 
serious merganser search, and in the late AM we hit pay dirt, 
spotting a pair on a quiet pool and then managing to watch them 
for 15-20 minutes as they swam, preened, and even courted, quite 
unaware of our presence (this has to have been the trip highlight 
for me); back to town for lunch (no picnics on this trip... ), 
then return to park in late PM and evening, with highlights being 
a fine mixed flock of Sporophila at the source of the Rio São 
Francisco and two splendid Maned Wolves (the first spotlighted as 
it strode through tall grass, the second blissfully tame at the 
park entrance station!) - quite a day! 
  11 Nov - AM back in the upper Rio São Francisco valley, this 
time continuing on to the small section of the park that actually 
incorporates a little terrain at the base of the serra, where 
there's some pretty good forest and we walk to the bottom of the 
Casca d'Anta falls; in PM go back up into park but are thwarted 
by two torrential thunderstorms and return earlier than expected 



  12 Nov - early AM back in the park, and finally manage to see 
the Brasília Tapaculo; then the very long drive to Caraça (our 
unfortunate backtracking this way had presumably been set up to 
avaoid being at Caraça on a weekend, always to be avoided); we 
arrive just in time for dinner (1930 hrs.) and then some of us 
adjourn to the small plaza in front of the search to await the 
Maned Wolf, and after a wait of over an hour (actually quite 
pleasant) one obliges around 2200 hrs, approaching very nervously 
and tentatively (much less bold than the one in Canastra) 
  13 Nov - all day at Caraça (ca. 1300 m), a productive AM stroll 
along the track to the Tanque d'Agua, PM walk along another track 
mainly through more open terrain (I can't seem to remember its 
name); after dinner we go out owling, and actually manage to see 
one, a superb Striped; the Maned Wolf fails to appear this 
evening (they apparently aren't as regular now as they used to 
be, the padre who started this whole business having died; the 
entire monastery is set to close in a few years, and that may end 
it altogether) 
  14 Nov - relatively unproductive AM excursion down the main 
entrance road; then drive to Belo Horizonte airport, lunching 
there before we board plane for flight to Rio de Janeiro 
(actually this flight too could really have been avoided, and we 
could have just as easily - maybe more easily - have driven to 
Teresópolis); anyway, we fly to Rio, and then drive back out of 
the city through heavy traffic back up into the mountains to the 
nice new pousada (1100 m) inside Serra dos Orgãos NP 
  15 Nov - ealy AM walk up along road from the pousada, then an 
unscheduled visit to a forest area near Teresópolis that turns 
out to be another of the trip highlights, for here Ricardo has 
found several singing Brazilian Laniisomas and we watch one 
wonderful male for a protracted period; head to town for a 
strange and quite mediocre lunch (no beer, and they weigh your 
plate!), then drive W through mainly deforested hills to the 
small town of Carmo, still in Rio (near Minas border) and above 
which in a small patch of woodland (460 m) we see several staked-
out and very responsive pairs of the very rare Three-toed Jacamar 
(for me somehat marred by my tape-recorder's finally giving up 
the ghost, frustrating!); long drive back to Teresópolis 
  16 Nov - all day on the Pedra do Sino ("bell rock") trail in 
Serra dos Orgãos NP, a long but very enjoyable walk through 
forest and up into elfin woodland (1950 m, so we climbed some 800 
m), with a host of great birds but the highlights have to have 
been the two Tijuca (so I'll call it the "Tijuca trail"; the walk 
back down is interminable, and Marc W. goes so slowly that we get 
caught by darkness before getting al the way down (we sit for a 
while, then are rescued by drivers coming back up with lights); 
this being Saturday of a long weekend, there are many hikers on 
the trail but it doesn't seem to bother anything unduly (some 
even managed to stumble onto a tinamou and an antthrush) 
  17 Nov - I opt to cancel our scheduled drive to the coast in 
quest of the (fabled) Restinga Antwren, instead arranging to stop 
at the site where Ricardo rediscovered the Kinglet Calyptura in 
Oct 1996 (below Teresópolis on side road at Garrafáo curve, 500 



m); of course we don't see it (nor has anyone else since the 
flurry of 1996 sightings), but the place (which actually is quite 
ordinary-looking, any many sites look far "better"; in fact we 
see very little period, which in fact is the norm here at this 
unusually windy place) is of more than a little historical 
interest to me; then the long drive south, bypassing Rio and then 
on down the coast, continuing to just N of Ubatuba and the 
Fazenda Capricórnio (which we visited back in the late 1980s) 
where there are some new hummingbird feeders which routinely host 
Festive Coquettes (and species was much in evidence), and then a 
bonus pair of Buff-throated Purpletufts; back to the charming and 
historic town of Paratí for the night (delicious dinner too) 
  18 Nov - AM along a side road inland through restinga and 
woodland from the rather dumpy down of Pereque; once we figured 
out how to avoid the considerable truck traffic, it turned out to 
be terrific for birds with various specialties (notably the 
Black-hooded Antwren); lunch in town and then we split up, my 
group returnining to the Rio airport for our homeward flights, 
Maria's and Ricardo's heading to Itatiaia NP and a few more days 
in the field 
 
  Little Tinamou - several heard at Poço das Antas 
  Brown Tinamou - heard at Caraça and Orgãos NP (seen briefly at 
the latter by a few) 
  Yellow-legged Tinamou - several heard at Peruaçú 
  Small-billed Tinamou - heard near Pirapora 
  Tataupa Tinamou - several heard N of Januária, with one seen 
well by everyone in one van at the fazenda 
  Red-winged Tinamou - one seen on road at Cipó, then many heard 
and a few glimpsed at Canastra 
  Spotted Nothura - heard at Cipó, many heard and a few seen at 
Canastra 
  White-bellied Nothura - several seen well in fields N of 
Januária 
  Magnificent Frigatebird - common along Rio coast 
  Neotropic Cormorant 
  White-faced Whistling-Duck - common (100s) along Rio São 
Francisco around Januária; a few at Rio 
  Black-bellied Whistling-Duck - a few with the preceding 
  Muscovy Duck - several seen near Pirapora, then one more on the 
Rio São Francisco (a big disappointment as we were looking for 
the merganser) 
  Comb Duck - one along Rio São Francisco near Januária 
  Brazilian Teal - common (100s) along Rio São Francisco near 
Januária, with some beginning to pair up at flooding borrow pits 
along roads; also a few near Pirapora 
  Brazilian Merganser - the prime target at and around Canastra 
NP, obviously; after looking for it in vain along the river above 
the Casca d'Anta waterfall, not long before dusk 5 (2+1+2) were 
seen in flight along the Rio São Francisco below Canastra (these 
were flying well above the water, in fact one pair flew almost 
directly over us [I guess this is how they manage to disperse 
over unsuitable terrain... ]; all were vocalizing quite loudly, 
with the call being a sharp bark that actually was quite 



reminiscent of a regular old Mallard!); the next morning we were 
privileged to watch a relaxed pair on a classic river pool 
(looking very sleek and virtually monomorphic [I guess the male's 
head was glossier and its crest a bit longer], often holding the 
rather long tail slightly cocked out of water like a Hooded Merg. 
sometimes does), a fabulous sight indeed; Silveira and Bartmann 
(Bird Conservation International, 2001) reckon there are only 6 
pairs in and around Canastra NP, 2 of them along this stretch of 
river (another above the falls), and sadly once you get below 
Vargem Bonita it deteriorates quickly so there really isn't much 
of any place for any offspring that are produced to disperse into 
(with better management of the river margins - e.g., encouraging 
or requiring forested buffers - I cannot believe that conditions 
would not improve; there now being so few large trees with 
suitable nesting cavities - the whole area having been heavily 
logged - the provision of nest boxes probably would help too) 
  Great Egret 
  Snowy Egret 
  Little Blue Heron - quite a few around Rio (the memorably 
filthy Guanabara Bay) 
  Cattle Egret 
  Striated Heron - a few in Januária/Pirapora 
  Black-crowned Night-Heron - common in Rio; quite a few along 
Rio São Francisco in the Januária area 
  Bare-faced Ibis - two groups of 6 birds ea. in Januária area 
  Buff-necked Ibis - a few around Canastra 
  Roseate Spoonbill - group of 14 on a sandbar in the Rio São 
Francisco near Itacarambí 
  Wood Stork - a surprising group of 5 flying birds at Canastra 
  Black Vulture 
  Turkey Vulture 
  Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture - several seen at Poço das Antas, 
then a couple more near coast S of Rio 
  King Vulture - one soaring adult seen above the forest patch 
below the Casca d'Anta waterfall at Canastra 
  Gray-headed Kite - single flying adults seen at Peruaçú and 
Canastra 
  Hook-billed Kite - one reported briefly seen at Canastra (not 
by me, and well out of range) 
  White-tailed Kite - several seen around Canastra 
  Rufous-thighed Kite - a flying bird seen near Teresópolis, then 
two more at Pereque (same flight profile as a Double-toothed, but 
didn't seem to show as much white on undertail-coverts); one bird 
gave a quick descending "keeyr"; Ricardo says it's resident at 
least in this part of se. Brazil 
  Plumbeous Kite - surprisingly few (and amazing we saw not a 
single Swallow-t. Kite anywhere), with a couple pairs noted at 
Canastra (including a closely studied pair at their nest along 
the Rio São Francisco, watched deftly feeding their chick bits of 
a ciccada) 
  Crane Hawk - single birds seen N of Januária and at Canastra 
  Savanna Hawk 
  Crowned Eagle - one splendid circling pair watched as they 
ascended quite near us, and in good light, at the upper part of 



the Casca d'Anta in Canastra 
  Gray Hawk - one adult seen at Peruaçú 
  Roadside Hawk 
  White-tailed Hawk - a few scattered, most numerous by far in 
and around Canastra 
  Black Hawk-Eagle - a fine adult seen in flight near 
Teresópolis, silent (from this bird's massive size, it had to 
have been a female; it was really big!) 
  Southern Crested Caracara 
  Yellow-headed Caracara 
  Laughing Falcon - singles at Cipó and Canastra 
  American Kestrel 
  Aplomado Falcon - small numbers widespread in open areas 
  Bat Falcon - one seen Peruaçú 
  Dusky-legged Guan - common at Caraça (some people saw 20+ 
roosting in a single tree near the church; a few even came in, 
awkwardly, to feeders placed on narrow windowsills) 
  Rusty-margined Guan - one seen by people in the other van at 
Canastra (though at the time this bird was called a Dusky-legged 
Guan, by range that species is nearly impossible here, while the 
Rusty-margined is well known from the park and its environs; it 
had to have been that species) 
  Gray-necked Wood-Rail - heard distantly at Canastra 
  Slaty-breasted Wood-Rail - a nice, tame pair seen at the pond 
at Caraça (one of them had only one leg!  but it seemd to get 
around perfectly all right) 
  Ash-throated Crake - heard distantly at Carmo 
  Common Gallinule - a little colony of 10 birds on a pond N of 
Januária 
  Red-legged Seriema - heard repeatedly in open areas Including 
Carmo), and seen numerous times in the Canastra area, mainly as 
single birds strode about on recently plowed fields 
  Wattled Jacana - only in the Januária area 
  Greater Yellowlegs - one in Januária area 
  Lesser Yellowlegs - a couple at the fazenda pond N of Januária 
  Solitary Sandpiper - two in the Pirapora area 
  Spotted Sandpiper - one on the Rio São Francisco at Pirapora 
  Upland Sandpiper - surprising migrants seen well in the cerrado 
at Canastra, first 3 by day, then about 6 spotlighted at night 
(their eyes reflected back) 
  White-backed Stilt - about 8 at the fazenda pond N of Januária; 
all birds appeared to fit this species, Himantopus melanurus 
(closely related to the Black-necked Stilt, H. mexicanus, 
replacing it in s. South America); this is noteworthy because nw. 
Minas Gerais is at the northern edge of melanurus' range and 
intergrades would have been presumed to be possible 
  Pied Lapwing - pair at the fazenda pond N of Januária, then 
another pair near Pirapora 
  Southern Lapwing 
  Kelp Gull - small nos. along coast 
  Large-billed Tern - small nos. along and near the Rio São 
Francisco near and N of Januária 
  Sterna sp. - a couple seen way out in the bay S of Rio, while 



we were having lunch 
  Black Skimmer - as with Large-b. Tern, though nos. smaller 
  Picazuro Pigeon - surprisingly widespread, with a few even 
along the Rio coast (species seems to be spreading) 
  Pale-vented Pigeon - scattered small nos. (Januária, Canastra, 
Carmo 
  Plumbeous Pigeon - common at Caraça and Orgãos NP; has a 5-note 
song, and consistently a dark iris 
  Eared Dove - rather few actually, and seen only in Canastra 
area 
  Scaled Dove - fairly common in Januária (where even in fazenda 
woods) and Canastra areas, a few around buildings at Caraça 
  Ruddy Ground-Dove - fairly common and widespread 
  Picui Ground-Dove - common in Januária area, then smaller nos. 
around Canastra 
  Blue Ground-Dove - 2 flying males in fazenda woodland N of 
Januária 
  White-tipped Dove - small nos. widespread, most numerous around 
Canastra 
  Gray-fronted Dove - one heard at Pereque 
  Blue-winged Macaw - a complete surprise was seeing about 3 
(separate) pairs in the devastated country at Carmo (obligingly, 
one of the pairs near landed near us); one has to wonder how this 
species could possibly survive here 
  White-eyed Parakeet - common in Januária and Canastra areas, 
smaller nos. at Caraça and Carmo 
  Golden-capped Parakeet - this beautiful parakeet was gratifying 
common in the Januária area, sometimes in quite large flocks and 
feeding with White-eyeds (often in mango trees) but always 
seeming to fly separately from them; smaller nos. around Canastra 
  Peach-fronted Parakeet - fairly common at Cipó and Canastra; 
one nest in a roadcut at the latter 
  Caatinga Parakeet - fairly common in the Januária area, 
favoring scrubbier and more open habitats than the White-eyeds 
and Golden-cappeds (never seen with them) 
  Reddish-bellied Parakeet - a few pairs in forest patches at 
Canastra; then quite common at Orgãos NP/Teresópolis (up to 1900 
m) and some at Pereque as well 
  Blue-winged Parrotlet - widespread (but nos. never very large) 
in semiopen areas at Januária, Pirapora, Canastra, and Pereque 
  Plain Parakeet - small nos. around Teresópolis, Ubatuba, and 
Pereque 
  Yellow-chevroned Parakeet - common in the Januária/Pirapora 
area, with big swirling flocks in many places (often feeding in 
mango trees with White-eyed and Golden-cappeds); smaller nos. 
around Canastra 
  Pileated Parrot - heard and briefly seen near Teresópolis 
  Scaly-headed Parrot - a few pairs seen around Canastra; 
somewhat larger nos. in Orgãos NP/Teresópolis, and in the 
Ubatuba/Pereque region 
  Yellow-billed Cuckoo - two migrants seen in cerrado at Pirapora 
(probably migants grounded by all the rain) 
  Pearly-breasted Cuckoo - two birds heard at Poço das Antas, but 
unfortunately we couldn't get either individual to respond to 



tape playback 
  Squirrel Cuckoo 
  Greater Ani - a surprising 2 separate pairs at Poço das Antas 
(neither of them at all close to water) were the only ones 
  Smooth-billed Ani 
  Guira Cuckoo 
  Striped Cuckoo - heard and occasionally seen in the 
Januária/Pirapora area, and around Canastra 
  Pheasant Cuckoo - one distant bird heard at Peruaçú 
  Barn Owl - one flying bird seen just after dusk at Januária 
  Tawny-browed Owl - one heard and briefly seen (only a few of us 
- and we were without a light!) at dusk in the forest as we were 
descending Tijuca Trail in Orgãos NP 
  Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl - common around Januária, where my 
whistling was exceptionally effective; but then not recorded at 
all subsequently (though from the response of a host of small 
birds at Carmo, pygmy-owls must have been present there too) 
  Burrowing Owl - quite common in open areas around Januária, 
Pirapora, and Canastra 
  Striped Owl - one splendid calling bird was eventually located 
as it perched high in the grove of cypress trees at Caraça (a 
weird place for it, so high above the ground; another individual, 
presumably its mate, eventually started to call in the distance 
too) 
  Short-tailed Nighthawk - one at dusk heard at Peruaçú, another 
at dawn at Orgãos NP 
  Least Nighthawk - several seen at dusk en route to both Cipó 
and Canastra, then more (a dozen-plus) coursing over a savanna 
near Canastra (these latter were repeatedly and well seen, and 
remained silent aside from a very occasional "cut" call; wings 
seem less pointed and slightly broader than other Chordeiles) 
  Bahia Nighthawk - this mysterious and only recently described 
species was not very well seen: we waited in position at the 
stake-out on the Rio São Francisco just downstream from 
Itacarambí until it nearly got dark before one was spotted and 
viewed quickly as it flew past over to the other side of the 
river and was lost to darkness; very early the next morning, at 
the bridge over the river just S of Januária, we fared a bit 
better and got a decent (though still distant) look at one as it 
coursed low over the water, totally dark and reminding me very 
much of a Band-tailed Nighthawk (which, though lacking white in 
tail is clearly the genus it belongs in); so would seem to be 
rare (?), doubtless roosting in shrubbery near water like Band-
taileds do; Ricardo had a recording of a flight call but I don't 
remember it 
  Pauraque - several seen and heard in the Januária area, but 
then (strangely) not again 
  Ocellated Poorwill - one heard distantly at Caraça 
  Rufous Nightjar - one heard briefly at dusk in woodland at 
Peruaçú 
  "Band-winged" Nightjar (?) - a strange-looking nightjar that 
was seen very closely (I almost caught it, and wish I had... ) on 
the road at Peruaçú was thought, almost by default, to have been 



a male of this species (nominate longirostris would be the 
expected form), though it really does not match the 
pictures/description in either HBW or Cleere & Durney (1998); 
this bird was much more uniform, grayish speckled/dappled paler 
(almost recalling a Common/Lesser Nighthawk), showing prominent 
rictal bristles but no cheek patch, nuchal collar, or patterning 
on wing-coverts; as it flushed a bold white wing-band was 
obvious, and even at rest lateral white on tail was also obvious 
(I believe on at least 4 outer rectrices); I think acceptable 
photos were taken of it (need to see them); GT checked specimens 
at AMNH, and came away believing that what we saw was not a Band-
winged 
  Little Nightjar - a couple pairs in town at Januária, including 
one pair catching insects in the lights right at our hotel; no 
vocalizing heard 
  (Sickle-winged Nightjar - Ricardo thought he knew of a site for 
this species at Canastra, but we dipped; I thought that the 
marshy area and woodland patches around the Nascente of the Rio 
São Francisco looked better, and we were all set to try there 
until the thunderstorms thwarted us) 
  White-collared Swift - scattered, with nos. largest and seen 
best at Canastra (esp. at the Casca d'Anta where they were 
nesting, but no evident Biscutates there despite searching); also 
at Caraça, in Teresópolis/Orgãos NP, and southward 
  Biscutate Swift - most common at Cipó where there were several 
large flocks; also seen in small nos. (and not very well) in the 
Januária area, but none were in evidence at Caraça where A. 
Whittaker goes on about such large "clouds" being present 
  Great Dusky Swift - only at Canastra, where wide-ranging but 
seen best (by far) at the Casca d'Anta where large nos. were 
nesting with the White-collareds, clinging to the rockface and 
presenting quite a spectacle 
  Gray-rumped Swift - small nos. at Teresópolis and 
Ubatuba/Pereque 
  Ashy-tailed Swift - scattered, mainly in settled areas (Gray-
rumped mainly over forest), with birds seen at Pirapora, Cipó, 
Canastra, and throughout Rio 
  Rufous-breasted Hermit - one seen at Poço das Antas 
  Scale-throated Hermit - not uncommon at Teresópolis/Orgãos NP, 
with singing males seen 
  Planalto Hermit - fairly common at Canastra, even coming into 
the feeder at our hotel 
  Minute Hermit - one seen at Poço das Antas 
  Saw-billed Hermit - after missing it at the Tijuca NP feeders, 
it was nice to obtain good views of a couple of this generally 
scarce hummer at the Capricórnio feeders 
  Swallow-tailed Hummingbird - most numerous at Canastra 
(including birds coming to the feeders, one even flew into a 
window and then got disoriented), with others at Poço das Antas, 
Pirapora, and Cipó 
  Black Jacobin - lots at Tijuca NP feeders and then even more at 
the Capricórnio feeders; others were around Teresóplis and at it 
was common at Pereque 



  White-vented Violetear - fairly common in open scrub at Cipó 
and Canastra 
  Black-throated Mango - 2 seen at Poço das Antas, then another 
at Pereque 
  Ruby Topaz - a female at Poço das Antas was, unfortunately, the 
only one 
  Black-breasted Plovercrest - several seen high on Tijuca Trail 
at Orgãos NP (only above 1800 m) 
  Frilled Coquette - one close hovering female at Pereque 
  Festive Coquette - this rarely seen hummer put on a spectacular 
show at the Capricórnio feeders, where several males were much in 
evidence and a single female put in a brief appearance; this was 
nominate chalybeus, often considered a separate species from 
widely disjunct verreauxii (Verreaux's Coquette, I suppose) of 
the Amazon basin (which differs in its crest and blacker 
underparts) 
  Glittering-bellied Emerald - fairly common in the 
Januária/Pirapora region, also at Cipó and Canastra (coming to 
feeders at the latter) 
  Fork-tailed Woodnymph - one female seen at Pirapora, then a few 
more in woodland at Canastra 
  Violet-capped Woodnymph - a couple were seen briefly at the 
Tijuca NP feeders, then there were several more (seen much 
better) at the Capricórnio feeders; also seen at 
Teresópolis/Orgãos NP and Pereque 
  White-chinned Sapphire - several seen at Poço das Antas 
  White-throated Hummingbird - several seen and heard around 
Teresópolis 
  Glittering-throated Emerald - one strange-looking bird at Poço 
das Antas (tephrocephala; this was obviously larger the typical 
fimbriata, also with a more solid green breast and less obvious 
white mid-ventral stripe - I suppose this is a potential split, 
Restinga Emerald); another "normal" one was seen at Pirapora 
  Sapphire-spangled Emerald - one in woods at the fazenda N of 
Januária; a couple hung out in the garden of the São Roque hotel 
(but though obviously settled, and feeding in the bottlebrush 
trees, oddly enough they never seemed to come to the feeders); 
several more were at the Capricórnio feeders, though 
  Sombre Hummingbird - one was seen at Caraça; then several more 
at the Capricórnio feeders 
  Brazilian Ruby - at least one seen at Caraça; then common at 
Orgãos NP, especially high on Tijuca Trail (above 1400 m) 
  Hyacinth Visorbearer - this specatcular nummer was gratifyingly 
numerous in the rocky scrub at Cipó, where numerous males were 
beautifully seen (and even photographed) 
  Stripe-breasted Starthroat - a couple hung out in the garden of 
our São Roque hotel, and occasionally put in a brief appearance 
at the feeders though they were elusive 
  Amethyst Woodstar - one female seen at Poço das Antas 
  Surucua Trogon - fairly common and quite vocal in woodland in 
the Januária area, and some again in forest patches at Canastra 
(these both were the red-bellied nominate surrucura, which also 
has a red eye-ring); then again quite common at Caraça and a 



little less so at Teresópolis/Orgãos NP (perhaps a little high 
for it here), these with an orange-yellow belly, aurantius (it 
also has a yellow eye-ring); allowing for individual differences, 
the two seem very similar vocally; Ricardo confirms my old memory 
that both taxa occur together at lower levels in Itatiaia NP 
(which obviously leads one to suppose that actually two species 
are involved) 
  Black-throated Trogon - several heard and one nice male seen 
(w/ pale blue eye-ring) in the Teresópolis/Orgãos NP area; these 
birds (chrysochloros) sound very different from Panama/Ecuador 
birds (taped), and are also here occurring at elevations much 
higher than Black-throateds do normally (up to 1300-1400 m along 
Tijuca Trail) 
  Ringed Kingfisher - very few, seen best at the canal in front 
of our Pereque hotel 
  Amazon Kingfisher - singles seen flying on the Rio São 
Francisco near Itacarambí and again at Canastra 
  Green Kingfisher - a few at Canastra 
  Rufous-capped Motmot - only heard at Tijuca NP the first 
afternoon; unfortunately never seen or even heard again 
  Three-toed Jacamar - certainly 2 and probably 3 pairs were much 
in evidence in the deciduous woodland patch above Carmo, where 
they responded instantly to Ricardo's tape playback; in overall 
form and comportment they seem very close indeed to Brachygalba 
(though their clearly visible 3-toed arrangement is admittedly 
strange); it's hard to see why the many other comparable (but 
less accessible) woodland patches in the Carmo region would not 
also hold a few pairs of this very rare species (the patch we 
visited has a very convenient road going straight through it) 
  Rufous-tailed Jacamar - seen at Poço das Antas and Peruaçú, 
then again at Pereque 
  White-eared Puffbird - conspicuous and quite common at 
Canastra; one seen at Carmo 
  Caatinga (Spot-backed) Puffbird - several seen and numerous 
others heard in the Januária region 
  Crescent-chested Puffbird - a very nice pair at their nest at 
Caraça (nest a typical Malacoptila hole in a small vertical bank) 
  Spot-billed Toucanet - one briefly seen in flight at Orgãos NP 
  Channel-billed Toucan - heard distantly at Tijuca NP and again 
below Teresópolis 
  Green-billed (Red-breasted) Toucan - several pairs seen in 
forest patches below Canastra (including an amazingly tame one at 
the camping area) 
  Toco Toucan - common in forest/woodland patches at Canastra 
  White-barred Piculet - seen well in woods at Poço das Antas; 
others at Canastra, Teresópolis, etc. 
  Spotted Piculet - several nicely seen in woodland at Peruaçú 
  White Woodpecker - small nos. in Januária/Pirapora region and 
again at Cipó, but seemed strangely absent at Canastra 
  Campo Flicker - common at Cipó and Canastra; a few more around 
Carmo 
  Green-barred Woodpecker - fairly common in the 
Januária/Pirapora region, then another at Carmo 



  Golden-green Woodpecker - a fine pair at their nest in the 
fazenda woodland N of Januária 
  Yellow-browed Woodpecker - an equally fine pair seen very well 
in forest edge at Caraça 
  Blond-crested Woodpecker - not as much in evidence as it often 
is; a few were seen at Canastra, below Teresópolis, and at 
Pereque 
  Yellow-fronted Woodpecker - a few seen at Faz. Capricórnio and 
Pereque, but never especially well (too bad, a gorgeous bird) 
  Lineated Woodpecker - heard in the Januária area 
  Checkered Woodpecker - a single male seen at Cipó was thought 
very unusual for the site by Ricardo 
  Little Woodpecker - several seen in the Januária fazenda 
woodland, then a couple more at Pirapora 
  Yellow-eared Woodpecker - one seen in forest at Caraça, another 
at Carmo (I thought in surprisingly degraded habitat for the 
species), then several along Tijuca Trail (one of them at a 
surprisingly high elevation, ca. 1700 m), and a last at Pereque 
  Crimson-crested Woodpecker - a beautiful male was watched as it 
brought in food to its quite well-grown nestling at Peruaçú 
  Campo Miner - quite common in recently burned areas at Canastra 
  Pale-legged Hornero - fairly common in Januária/Pirapora 
region, though as usual mostly just heard (a few were seen 
walking on roads, etc.) 
  Rufous Hornero - common and (compared to Pale-legged) 
relatively familiar, often walking about on ground, regularly 
around houses, virtually throughout (fewer along Rio Coast 
though) 
  Chotoy Spinetail - pair at its nest at the Januária fazenda, 
then another (also at a nest) at the Pirapora hotel 
  Rufous-capped Spinetail - fairly common (esp. by voice) in 
forest and woodland undergrowth at Caraça and Teresópolis/Orgãos 
NP, also a few also at Pereque 
  Sooty-fronted Spinetail - not uncommon by voice in 
Januária/Pirapora region, seen best at the fazenda 
  Pale-breasted Spinetail - heard at the Januária fazenda, and 
again around Canastra (I don't think it was ever actually seen) 
  Spix's Spinetail - heard at Poço das Antas, then quite numerous 
at Canastra (even in burned-over scrub) and at Caraça, 
Teresópolis/Orgãos NP, etc. - a widespread Synallaxis here 
  Gray-bellied Spinetail - one heard and seen (eventually!) in 
forest undergrowth at Caraça 
  Ochre-cheeked Spinetail - a few in woodland undergrowth at 
Peruaçú and Pirapora 
  Pallid Spinetail - a few heard in forest patches at Canastra; 
then quite common at Caraça and Teresópolis/Orgãos NP (Pereque 
too?) 
  Gray-headed Spinetail - fairly common in caatinga woodland N of 
Januária, with a ball nest under construction at Peruaçú 
  Yellow-chinned Spinetail - a few at Januária, and at Pirapora 
hotel (nest) 
  Cipó Canastero - it required a pretty long walk, but eventually 
a single sneaky individual was located at Cipó 



  Rufous-fronted Thornbird - small nos. at Pirapora, Cipó, and 
Canastra 
  Greater Thornbird - one heard at Januária fazenda 
  Red-eyed Thornbird - several pairs seen and heard at Caraça, 
the best being the pair that was well seen from just below the 
church (near their two hourglass-shaped nests; one bird had an 
orange left iris but a yellow right one!); Ricardo tells me that 
the Brazilians are convinced that two species are involved, with 
the two being sympatric at a few localities; this one is P. 
erythrophthalmus (Orange-eyed Thornbird, this despite the 
apparent lack of concordance with the scientific name) and the 
southern bird - which is entirely confined to marshy situations - 
being called P. ferrugineigula (Red-eyed Thornbird) and evidently 
occurring N into s. Minas Gerais at one site 
  Firewood-gatherer - the same pair was seen several times at 
their big nest below the entrance to Canastra; also one seen very 
briefly at Caraça 
  Caatinga (Rufous) Cacholote - quite common and certainly very 
vocal in the Januária area (but not southward); numerous nests 
seen 
  Pale-browed Treehunter - one bird taped in high into a massive, 
epiphyte-laden tree along Tijuca Trail at Orgãos NP, but we never 
were able actually to see it 
  Buff-browed Foliage-gleaner - several seen in forest 
undergrowth at Orgãos NP/Teresópolis 
  White-browed Foliage-gleaner - several pairs nicely seen in 
forest along Tijuca Trail in Orgãos NP; they seem to forage high, 
mainly in terminal branches and along limbs, much like any other 
Anabacerthia (why not leave it there? - has recently often been 
switched to Philydor 
  Ochre-breasted Foliage-gleaner - singles seen in forest below 
Casca d'Anta at Canastra and again along Tijuca Trail in Orgãos 
NP 
  Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner - several seen in forest at both 
Canastra and Teresópolis/Orgãos NP 
  Black-capped Foliage-gleaner - one beauty taped in nicely in 
forest undergrowth at Tijuca NP the first afternoon 
  White-collared Foliage-gleaner - several heard at Orgãos NP, 
but never seen particularly well 
  White-eyed Foliage-gleaner - one taped in and well seen at 
Tijuca NP the first afternoon, then later heard at Canastra and 
Teresópolis/Orgãos NP 
  Henna-capped (Chestnut-capped) Foliage-gleaner - one was heard 
at close range in gallery woodland at Pirapora (having been taped 
in), but then before we could see it, damned if it didn't totally 
disappear - rather a disappointment 
  Great Xenops - after much trolling by Ricardo (shades of Andy 
Whittaker a year ago!), finally one bird responded strongly in 
the caatinga scrub at Peruaçú and it was beautifully seen 
  Sharp-billed Treehunter - several were seen nicely at upper 
elevations along Tijuca Trail at Orgãos NP 
  Streaked Xenops - rather widespread 
  Rufous-breasted Leaftosser - after a couple false starts, a 



pair was nicely seen as they fed (flicking leaves with bill) 
along lower part of Tijuca Trail in Orgãos NP 
  Sharp-tailed Streamcreeper - a wonderful tame bird was seen 
bringing in material (mainly leaves) to its nest at the side of 
the dam at the end of the road at Orgãos NP; also heard at Tijuca 
NP and Canastra 
  Plain-winged (Thrush-like) Woodcreeper - seen best at Tijuca NP 
the first afternoon; also heard and breifly seen at 
Teresópolis/Orgãos NP 
  Olivaceous Woodcreeper - widespread; one reiseri type was heard 
and briefly seen in caatinga woodland at the Januária fazenda 
  White-throated Woodcreeper - not uncommon by voice in Orgãos 
NP, seen best near the start of Tijuca Trail 
  Moustached Woodcreeper - one remarkable bird taped in at dusk 
(actually it was almost dark - we needed lights to see it!) in 
the caatinga woodland at Peruaçú; then several pairs were seen, 
in broad daylight so actually much better, during the 
"woodcreeper workshop" at the fazenda, foraging mainly close to 
the ground on larger trunks 
  Planalto Woodcreeper - quite common in the fazenda woodland N 
of Januária, where studied well but unfortunately not heard 
(these were the form intermedius, which we describe well in BSA 
II; Ricardo tells me that vocally they are very distinct from 
nominate birds of the southeast, and that they do not respond to 
each others' calls - unfortunately I could get no tape; we were 
to see at least one of the latter in Orgãos NP, and it certainly 
does "look" very different 
  Lesser Woodcreeper - several at Tijuca NP and then again in 
Orgãos NP 
  Scaled Woodcreeper - several seen in the forests of the 
Teresópolis/Orgãos NP area 
  Wagler's Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes wagleri, now split from 
the Scaled Woodcreeper, L. squamatus) - fairly common in caatinga 
woodland N of Januária, especially at the fazenda 
  Narrow-billed Woodcreeper - one at edge of caatinga woodland at 
the Januária fazenda 
  Red-billed Scythebill - heard several times in caatinga 
woodland N of Januária 
  Giant Antshrike - heard distantly in Teresópolis/Orgãos NP 
forests, with one seen by a few along Tijuca Trail on the way 
down (it was actually hopping on the trail itself) 
  Tufted Antshrike - heard at Caraça (tried to tape in) and again 
at Orgãos NP 
  Large-tailed Antshrike - heard distantly high in Orgãos NP 
  Spot-backed Antshrike - heard at Capricórnio 
  Great Antshrike - a vocalizing pair seen at Peruaçú 
  Silvery-cheeked Antshrike - several of this handsome antshrike 
were seen beautifully in caatinga scrub at Peruaçú 
  Barred Antshrike - several birds heard in caatinga scrub at 
Peruaçú were the only ones 
  Chestnut-backed Antshrike - heard at Poço das Antas and Carmo, 
then a handsome pair seen exceptionally well at Pereque 
  Planalto Slaty Antshrike - quite common (esp. by voice) in the 



Januária/Pirapora region 
  Sooretama Slaty Antshrike - fairly common in woodland at Poço 
das Antas; a few heard at Carmo 
  Variable Antshrike - seen and heard in woodland at Canastra and 
Caraça 
  Rufous-capped Antshrike - nice singing male taped in at Caraça 
(crown not very "rufous"), then heard at Teresópolis 
  Rufous-winged Antshrike - handsome singing male seen perfectly 
(even in the scope) in an otherwise bleak sun-coffee plantation 
below Canastra, also a few others heard thereabouts 
  Plain Antvireo - seen and heard at Tijuca NP, Poço das Antas, 
and Teresópolis/Orgãos NP 
  Spot-breasted Antvireo - nice singing pair seen at Pereque 
  Rufous-backed Antvireo - a splendid and absurdedly tame pair 
was watched at point-blank range along Tijuca Trail in Orgãos NP, 
a few other pairs heard 
  Star-throated Antwren - pair seen at Tijuca NP the first 
afternoon, then another along Tijuca Trail in Orgãos NP (the 
latter at the surprisingly high elevation of 1600 m) 
  Black-capped Antwren - fairly common in caatinga woodland N of 
Januária 
  Caatinga Antwren - a couple heard in caatinga scrub at Peruaçú 
  Rufous-winged Antwren - quite common (by voice) at Poço das 
Antas, then others heard at Caraça and Pereque 
  Streak-capped Antwren - nice pair seen at Pereque (the males 
was feeding a fledgling) 
  Black-bellied Antwren - several pairs nicely seen in caatinga 
scrub at Peruaçú 
  Serra Antwren - a couple pairs seen in scrub at Caraça, then 
another pair was at Carmo 
  Black-hooded Antwren - a distinct and pleasant surprise was 
finding this attractive antwren - which is rated as "critically 
threatened" - to be not uncommon along the Pereque road, where 
there were several pairs seen and heard in typical restinga 
habitat but also several others in standard-looking second-growth 
(not very well-tended banana plantations and the like); also of 
note was the fact that the white on the male's sides basically 
does not show at all under normal circumstances, only as a little 
bit when it flicks its wings or flies (so in this it really 
differs pretty dramatically from other Formicivora - in my view 
it's also not all that similar vocally) 
  Ferruginous Antbird - nice pair heard and taped in at Pereque 
  Bertoni's Antbird - nice pair heard and taped in along Tijuca 
Trail in Orgãos NP 
  Rufous-tailed Antbird - nice pair heard and taped in along 
Tijuca Trail at Orgãos NP, then quite a few others heard (these 
were all above where the single pair of Bertoni's was found) 
  Ochre-rumped Antbird - quite common in Caraça, then a few 
others heard at lower elevations in the Teresóplis/Orgãos NP area  
  Dusky-tailed Antbird - one pair nicely seen at Caraça, a few 
others heard 
  Scaled Antbird - lovely pair seen at Tijuca NP the first 
afternoon; a few heard at Pereque 



  Rio de Janeiro Antbird - one uncooperative bird was heard in 
woodland undergrowth at Carmo 
  Stripe-backed Antbird - several nice vocalizing pairs were seen 
in the caatinga scrub at Peruaçú 
  White-shouldered Fire-eye - heard at Tijuca NP, then seen and 
heard at Caraça and in the Teresópolis/Orgãos NP area 
  White-bibbed Antbird - one nice male seen near Teresópolis 
  Brazilian Antthrush - several heard along Tijuca Trail in 
Orgãos NP (one was glimpsed by several people as they descended 
the trial) 
  Cryptic Antthrush - several heard in lower part sof Orgãos NP 
and below Teresópolis; at the latter one was taped in for a 
reasonably satisfactory look 
  Variegated Antpitta - lots heard at Orgãos NP, particularly as 
we descended Tijuca Trail in the gathering gloom 
  White-browed Antpitta - quite a few were heard singing at 
Peruaçú in both caatinga woodland and scrub; one remarkably 
responsive bird was seen by most people (though after three 
approaches it gave it up) as it flew in (reminding me of - of all 
things - a pygmy-owl!) at eye-level to very close range, so close 
that it always became startled by our movements and then would 
retreat 
  Rufous Gnateater - not in evidence at all, only heard once, 
that as we descended Tijuca Trail in Orgãos NP 
  Collared Crescentchest - one beauty was taped in at a cerrado 
patch just outside Canastra 
  Mouse-colored Tapaculo - many heard at upper levations along 
Tijuca Trail in Orgãos NP, above ca. 1500 m (actually seen by a 
few, without the aid of tape no less) 
  White-breasted Tapaculo - one persistently singing bird in the 
forest at very close range at Caraça (in very much the same place 
where we saw it in 1990) this time proved astonishingly hard to 
see, and I don't think anyone even caught a movement 
  Brasília Tapaculo - several were heard singing in scrub and 
woodland patches (even where partially burned) at Canastra, and 
at least one of these was seen - admittedly not all that well - 
by most (though for the most part they were very responsive, 
perhaps having just finished their breeding cycle) 
  Planalto Tyrannulet - fairly common and wodespread, though 
everywhere recorded mainly by voice (Januária, Pirapora, 
Canastra, Caraça, Orgãod) 
  Rough-legged Tyrannulet - one pair seen well at Caraça, others 
heard there and at Orgãos) 
  Reiser's Tyrannulet - one pair of this rare and very local (but 
undistinguished-looking) tyrannulet was seen and taped in 
deciduous woodland at Peruaçú (responded to my pygmy-owling) 
  Gray-capped Tyrannulet - pair seen near the pousada at Orgãos 
(1100 m) 
  Southern Beardless Tyrannulet - not terribly numerous, and 
seemed strikingly absent from the Januária/Pirapora region (which 
is weird) 
  Mouse-colored Tyrannulet - fairly common in caatinga scrub at 
Peruaçú; a few at Cipó too 
  Gray Elaenia - heard several times in deciduous woodland at 



Peruaçú, then a couple seen at the nearby fazenda 
  Greenish Elaenia - quite numerous in woodland in the Januária 
area (especially the fazenda) 
  Yellow-bellied Elaenia - Poço das Antas, Cipó, Caraça, Carmo 
  Large Elaenia - a few heard and very briefly seen in river-edge 
woodland at Pirapora 
  Highland Elaenia - several in woodlands of Cipó and Canastra; 
common at Caraça 
  Olivaceous Elaenia - one pair at Caraça (but strangely absent 
at Orgãos - this contra Itatiaia) 
  Plain-crested Elaenia - as usual, not very many; a few seen and 
heard at Cipó and Caraça 
  Lesser Elaenia - common at Cipó (calling everywhere), then 
smaller nos. at Canastra 
  Sooty Tyrannulet - fairly common along rivers at Canastra 
  Sharp-tailed Grass Tyrant - about 4 seen in tall-grass cerrado 
at Canastra 
  Gray-backed Tachuri - only heard at Cipó; the several pairs of 
this enigmatic tyrannid (this species really is "enigmatic") were 
seen and heard at point-blank range in shrubby grassland along 
the first part of the road in Canastra park 
  Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant - heard at the Januária fazenda 
  Mottle-cheeked Tyrannulet - fairly common in woodland at 
Canastra, and again at high elevations along Tijuca Trail in 
Orgãos NP 
  Minas Gerais Tyrannulet - one pair of this rare and range-
restricted tyrannulet was seen at the "classic" site (discovered 
by Ricardo several years ago) near Pirapora, only the species' 
second known locality (the type locality being near Januária, 
where it was rediscovered in the 1970s only to go missing again - 
presumably because of habitat destruction there); they were in a 
nice but narrow strip of gallery woodland in cerrado (lots of 
this habitat exists in the general region - so I suspect it may 
not be as "critically threatened" as has been supposed); a 
typical Phylloscartes with long cocked tail, the appearance of 
these birds differed dramatically from that proferred in various 
books (it has no rufous on face, does have a quite distinct 
yellowish eye-ring (recalling flaviventris of Panama - need to 
check to see if their voice are similar; their habitats are), has 
rather pale yellow underparts (not especially bright, in fact), 
etc. 
  Eared Pygmy-Tyrant - heard at Poço das Antas but then, 
incredibly, never recorded again 
  Ochre-bellied Flycatcher - heard at Poço das Antas 
  Gray-hooded Flycatcher - one seen in forest at Caraça 
  Sepia-capped Flycatcher - widespread in small nos. (Tijuca NP, 
Poço das Antas, Canastra, Caraça, Orgãos/Teresópolis 
  Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant - a few heard in caatinga scrub at 
Peruaçú 
  Eye-ringed Tody-Tyrant - several seen (well) at Tijuca NP, then 
even better at Poço das Antas (where it was vocal and notably 
numerous); belly did not seem to be as bright yellow as GT 
illustrated it 



  Hangnest Tody-Tyrant - a couple seen in secondary growth at 
Caraça 
  Drab-breasted Bamboo-Tyrant - quite common by voice in bamboo-
dominated forest undergrowth at Caraça, but proved strikingly 
unresponsive to tape playback and therefore was hard to see well; 
also some at Orgãos/Teresóplis, where equally unresponsive 
(weird) 
  Common Tody-Flycatcher - fairly common in the Januária/Pirapora 
area, and at Canastra; one at Poço das Antas 
  Yellow-lored Tody-Flycatcher - nice pair at Canastra, then 
quite common from Teresópolis/Orgãos southward 
  Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher - numerous by voice in forest 
undergrowth at Caraça (once seen very well) and Orgãos 
  Yellow-olive Flatbill - common in woodland at Januária/Pirapora 
and (different form, very different voice) Caraça and 
Teresópolis/Orgãos  
  Gray-crowned Flatbill - heard at Poço das Antas 
  Ochre-lored Flatbill - heard at Poço das Antas 
  White-throated Spadebill - one seen in forest below Casca 
d'Anta waterfall at Canastra; lots heard at Orgãos (including 
dawn song from the pousada) 
  Bran-colored Flycatcher - small nos. at Canastra 
  Cliff Flycatcher - widespread but never esp. numerous 
  Fuscous Flycatcher - a few at Pirapora 
  Euler's Flycatcher - widespread but inconspicuous (mostly just 
heard) in forest/woodland undergrowth at Januária and in 
Teresópolis/Orgaos 
  Tropical Pewee - several pairs in Januária area (tail 
shivering), others at Caraça and Orgãos 
  Gray Monjita - common at Canastra, few at Pirapora and Caraça  
  White-rumped Monjita - one pair at Poço das Antas; numerous at 
Canastra (sky display) 
  White Monjita - one pair at Januária 
  Blue-billed Black-Tyrant - fairly common at higher elevations 
along Tijuca Trail 
  Caatinga Black-Tyrant, Knipolegus franciscanus - two of this 
scarce and very localized endemic (split from White-winged Black-
Tyrant, K. aterrimus) were seen in deciduous woodland at the 
Januária fazenda, first a female with a small mixed canopy flock 
(sirystes, etc.), then a single male flycatching from the top of 
a tree near the actual rocks; so, I got my description of the 
female (though I was unable to determine whether it had rufous on 
rump/basal tail) and some basic information on the bird 
  Velvety Black-Tyrant - a few seen at Caraça 
  Crested Black-Tyrant - one pair at Cipó; then common (unusually 
so) around Canastra 
  Black-backed Water-Tyrant - one pair at Januária 
  Masked Water-Tyrant - widespread and generally common, not 
necessarily even near water (much more numerous than Black-backed 
or Pied ever would be) 
  Cock-tailed Tyrant - a few in taller grasslands at Canastra, 
including a fine male going through his full display repertoire 
(always a real crowd pleaser!) 



  Streamer-tailed Tyrant - a few seen below Canastra 
  Yellow-browed Tyrant - as usual scattered in but small nos., 
seen at Januária fazenda, Pirapora, and Canastra (pair at the 
hotel) 
  Long-tailed Tyrant - one in forest below Casca d'Anta waterfall 
at Canastra; then fairly common at Orgáos/Teresópolis and 
Capricórnia/Pereque 
  Cattle Tyrant 
  Shear-tailed Gray Tyrant - one seen quickly up high on Tijuca 
Trail 
  Gray-hooded Attila - fairly common (though mostly just heard) 
at Teresópolis/Orgãos, a few at Pereque; despite a lot of trying 
we never even heard a Rufous-tailed Attila 
  Ash-throated Casiornis - a nice pair of this generally scarce 
bird was seen in caatinga woodland at Peruaçú; they came into the 
pygmy-owling and even vocalizaed a bit for me 
  Eastern Sirystes (now considered a separate species from the 
Western Sirystes, S. albogriseus, of Panama to w. Ecuador) - a 
few heard in woodland at Januária (seemed pretty dry for it?) and 
again at Canastra; never seen all that well 
  Swainson's Flycatcher - recorded at Canastra and Caraça 
  Short-crested Flycatcher - scattered few  virtually throughout 
(including Januária and Pereque) 
  Brown-crested Flycatcher - fairly common in the 
Januária/Pirapora region, quite vocal 
  Piratic Flycatcher - only near coast: several pairs at Poço das 
Antas, then not again until Capricórnia/Pereque 
  Variegated Flycatcher - most numerous in the 
Capricórnio/Pereque region, but also a few inland to Januária 
  Streaked Flycatcher - widespread, but appeared to be absent at 
Canastra (strangely enough) 
  Boat-billed Flycatcher 
  Great Kiskadee 
  Social Flycatcher - generally numerous (that strange-sounding 
e. Brazilian form) 
  Tropical Kingbird 
  White-throated Kingbird - a few along road as we were leaving 
Canastra 
  Fork-tailed Flycatcher 
  Green-backed Becard - heard at Pirapora 
  Chestnut-crowned Becard - a pair at their nest at Caraça; 
several more below Teresópolis, at Capricórnio, and Pereque 
  White-winged Becard - fairly common in the Januária/Pirapora 
region, then more at Carmo 
  Crested Becard - a pair at their nest at Poço das Antas, 
another pair at Pirapora, then several more at 
Capricórnio/Pereque 
  Black-tailed Tityra - one pair at Canastra 
  Black-crowned Tityra - a male at Canastra 
  Thrush-like Schiffornis - heard at Poço das Antas 
  Greenish Schiffornis - heard at Tijuca NP 
  White-bearded Manakin - common (active leks) at Poço das Antas, 
Carmo, and Pereque 



  Helmeted Manakin - common in forest below Casca d'Anta 
waterfall at Canastra 
  Blue Manakin - common (esp. by voice) at Caraça and 
Teresópolis/Orgãos, smaller nos. at Tijuca NP and a few even in 
forest below Casca d' Anta waterfall at Canastra 
  Pin-tailed Manakin - several females at Tijuca NP (one at 
point-blank range), below Casca d'Anta waterfall at Canastra 
(seemed an odd place for it), and Orgãos NP; amazingly enough, we 
never did see a male 
  Red-headed Manakin - a couple active leks at Poço das Antas 
  Sharpbill - well seen and heard along Tijuca Trail in Orgãos NP 
  Swallow-tailed Cotinga - one pair seen at Canastra, then at 
least two more pairs high on Tijuca Trail (same area as the Gray-
w. Cotingas); I asked Ricardo about this bird's voice, and he 
replied that - like me - he has never heard it utter a sound 
  Brazilian Laniisoma (Laniisoma elegans, which formerly was 
called Elegant Mourner, or even Shrike-like Coitinga; Andean 
birds are now split as Andean Laniisoma, L. buckleyi) - one of 
the prize birds of the trip, not scheduled and encountered only 
because I happened to ask Ricardo about it; knowing that the 
species was theoretically present in the general area, I asked 
and the response was positive, so we went to an off-limits IBAMA 
area (what else is new... ) that Ricardo had been able to 
explore; we walked past a hideous junk- and dog-infested house 
and on into nice forest with sandy soil, and quickly one was 
heard singing; after getting into position at a small stream, we 
played tape and almost immediately the spectacular male swooped 
in, landing on an unobstructed branch, peering around; we did 
this repeatedly over the next 15 minutes, and the bird landed on 
various branches, all of them open; chunky and large-headed, with 
narrow yellow eye-ring, bold black scaling across chest and down 
flanks; bird sang with mouth very wide-open, thrusting chest 
forward and depressing tail with each note; I heard at least one 
other in the general area 
  Black-and-gold Cotinga - common by voice high along Tijuca 
Trail down to ca. 1500 m, with several females seen beautifully 
at a fruiting tree and then further on a couple singing males 
seen about as well; a real treat 
  Gray-winged Cotinga - this species, inhabiting only the low 
woodland high along Tijuca Trail in Orgãos NP, proved to be much 
more difficult than the Gray-and-gold; the main problem is that 
vocalizing birds (which like the Black-and-gold, usually hold 
very still) sing only once every 5-10 minutes so they're 
exceptionally hard to track to their source; after over an hour, 
despite tape playback, we still hadn't even heard it, and were 
starting back when finally one sang, quite close at hand; we 
searched around without finding it but then it flew by, heading 
downslope and disappearing into some trees; we saw it hop a few 
times, but then lost it (frustrating!); preparing to leave, I 
accidentally taped it while dictating my notes, but we again were 
unable to locate it; Ricardo later told me that much the same 
thing happened to Andy Whittaker; anyway, now I have tape and 
know the bird better 



  Hooded Berryeater - common in Orgãos NP, singing all along 
Tijuca Trail up to at least 1500 m (one was taped in) 
  Buff-throated Purpletuft - a genuine surprise, a pair appeared 
near the Capricórnio hummer feeders (not too far from where we 
found a pair back in 1990), and then there was another pair at 
Pereque; the female of the first pair was gathering lichen for 
its nest, set in a shallow crotch high in an isolated tree 
  Red-ruffed Fruitcrow - at least two seen in forest patches 
along Rio São Francisco below Canastra, then several more at 
Caraça (so GT's luck with Pyroderus continues) 
  Bare-throated Bellbird - only heard, distant birds at lower 
levels of Orgãos NP and again at Pereque 
  Curl-crested Jay - a few seen in cerrado at Pirapora 
  White-naped Jay - fairly common in woods N of Januária 
  Rufous-browed Peppershrike - most numerous at 
Teresópolis/Orgãos 
  Red-eyed Vireo 
  Rufous-crowned Greenlet - common in forest at 
Teresópolis/Orgãos, also a few at Pereque 
  Gray-eyed Greenlet - fairly common in caatinga scrub at Peruaçú 
  Rio de Janeiro (Lemon-chested) Greenlet, Hylophilus thoracicus 
- several pairs in restinga scrub at Peruaçú; Ricardo indicates 
that mots of the Brazilians favor splitting this from the 
geographically disjunct Amazonian form (which remains Lemon-
chested Greenlet, but becomes H. griseiventris) 
  Gray-breasted Martin 
  Brown-chested Martin - a few (only) at Januária fazenda and 
around Pirapora 
  White-winged Swallow - seen along rivers at Januária and 
Pirapora 
  White-rumped Swallow - several pairs at Poço das Antas (seemed 
an odd locality for it), then fairly common in and around 
Canastra 
  Southern Rough-winged Swallow 
  Tawny-headed Swallow - a few (seen nicely) at Cipó and Canastra 
  Sand Martin (Bank Swallow) - one seen near Itacarambí 
  Black-capped Donacobius - a nice group at Poço das Antas 
  Grass Wren - one singing bird in tall grass at Canastra 
  Buff-breasted Wren - at least one heard in river-edge thickets 
at Pirapora 
  Long-billed Wren - several pairs seen well at Poço das Antas, 
then heard in caatinga scrub at Peruaçú and again at Pereque 
(Ricardo indicates that it's thought there is more than one 
species here) 
  House Wren 
  Long-billed Gnatwren - pair seen at Pereque 
  Tropical Gnatcatcher - fairly common in woodlands N of Januária 
  Yellow-legged Thrush - common and very vocal at upper levels 
(above 1400 m) along Tijuca Trail 
  Rufous-bellied Thrush 
  Pale-breasted Thrush - not present in the Januária area 
  Creamy-bellied Thrush 
  White-necked Thrush - heard at Tijuca NP and along Tijuca Trail 



in Orgãos NP 
  Chalk-browed Mockingbird 
  Ochre-breasted Pipit - several heard and one beautifully seen 
(it taped in!) in a tall-grass area in Canastra NP 
  Tropical Parula - not terribly numerous this trip, most in 
evidence in the Januária region and below Teresópolis 
  Southern Yellowthroat, Geothlypis velata (now usually split 
from Masked Yellowthroat, G. aequinoctialis, of n. South America; 
Chiriquí Yellowthroat is also split, G. chiriquensis) - fairly 
common near water in and around Canastra; also common at Pereque 
  Golden-crowned Warbler - widespread (esp. common in Orgãos NP); 
N of Januária it was sympatric with White-bellied W., sometimes 
even in the same flock 
  White-bellied Warbler - one pair well seen at Peruaçú, locally 
numerous at Canastra, and then several more pairs at Caraça 
(where I would have expected Golden-crowned to be present, but 
there were none) 
  White-rimmed Warbler - one heard and seen in forest below Casca 
d'Anta waterfall at Canastra (the "enchanting warbler"), then a 
few around Teresópolis and lots high along Tijuca Trail 
  Flavescent Warbler - commonly heard and a few seen N of 
Januária and at Pirapora 
  Riverside (Neotropical River) Warbler - one heard (and also 
seen in flight) at Pereque 
  Bananaquit 
  Red-legged Honeycreeper - a few seen at Poço das Antas 
  Blue Dacnis - widespreand and often numerous, esp. at Caraça 
  Green Honeycreeper - seen at Poço das Antas 
  Chestnut-vented Conebill - a couple at Poço das Antas, then 
more at the Januária fazenda (including a pair bringing in 
nesting material); common at Carmo 
  Orange-headed Tanager - one seen at Peruaçú 
  Guira Tanager - a pair in caatinga woodland at the Januária 
fazenda 
  Rufous-headed Tanager - pair at gas station W of Belo 
Horizonte; then several pairs at Caraça and fairly common in 
Teresópolis/Orgãos area 
  Hooded Tanager - pair at their nest at Poço das Antas; then 
fairly common N of Januária and at Carmo 
  Fawn-breasted Tanager - heard high along Tijuca Trail in Orgãos 
NP 
  Blue-naped Chlorophonia - one taped in at Caraça (I believe I 
also heard one at Canastra) 
  Purple-throated Euphonia - fairly common 
  Chestnut-bellied Euphonia - heard below Teresópolis and at 
Pereque 
  White-bellied Tanager, Tangara brasiliensis (this se. Brazil 
endemic is now usually split from the Turquoise Tanager, T. 
mexicana, of Amazonia) - a couple pairs seen at Poço das Antas 
  Green-headed Tanager - this lovely tanager was finally seen at 
Capricórnio (I was amazed we hadn't encountered it before then - 
Tangara tanagers were generally scarce this trip), and then again 
at Pereque 



  Red-necked Tanager - several seen at in clearings Capricórnio, 
then again at forest edge at Pereque (exceptionally well at the 
latter) 
  Brassy-breasted Tanager - very common at Orgãos NP (above 1000 
m), where I estimated we saw 60+ on our walk up Tijuca Trail 
(some flocks there had 10-12 birds, and were nearly monospecific) 
  Gilt-edged Tanager - 1 seen in forest below Casca d'Anta 
waterfall at Canastra, then quite a few more at Caraça and also 
at Carmo (decoying in closely to the my whistling)  
  Burnished-buff Tanager - relatively widespread 
  Swallow Tanager - first seen at Cipó hotel, then many more at 
Canastra; smaller nos. in Rio de Janeiro 
  Sayaca Tanager 
  Azure-shouldered Tanager - not uncommon at Teresópolis/Orgãos 
(which evidently is wetter than Itatiaia, with therefore a 
stronger affinity ot the Serra do Mar; this, the bellbird, and 
Hooded Berryeater are all numerous here) and several more at 
Pereque 
  Palm Tanager - a few at Pirapora hotel, Canastra, and lower 
elevations in Rio de Janeiro (Poço das Antas southward) 
  Golden-chevroned Tanager - fairly common at Caraça, 
Orgãos/Teresopolis, and Capricórnio/Pereque 
  Diademed Tanager - common high along Tijuca Trail in Orgãos NP 
  Lowland Hepatic Tanager, Piranga flava (now split from Highland 
Hepatic Tanager, P. lutea, which occurs north to Panama/Costa 
Rica; and Northern Hepatic Tanager, P. hepatica) - a pair seen 
nicely at Cipó 
  Brazilian Tanager - pair seen at the clearing at Poço das 
Antas; common at Pereque (especially in restinga) and a few also 
at Capricórnio 
  White-lined Tanager - a few pairs around Canastra; then another 
pair at Caraça (the male singing) 
  Ruby-crowned Tanager - common in forest below Casca d'Anta 
waterfall at Canastra; then fairly common in Orgãos/Teresópolis 
and Pereque 
  Flame-crested Tanager - at least 2 seen in woodland at Poço das 
Antas 
  Red-crowned Ant-Tanager - heard at Poço das Antas, then several 
singing males seen and heard at Orgãos NP (the song notably 
different from elsewhere; taped) 
  Black-goggled Tanager - common in forest undergrowth at 
Orgãos/Teresópolis, including well up along Tijuca Trail 
  Brown Tanager - at least one heard and another seen  9briefly) 
along Tijuca Trail in Ogãos NP 
  Cinnamon Tanager - fairly common in and around Canastra; also a 
few at Caraça 
  White-rumped Tanager -  a wonderful responsive pair at Cipó 
  Magpie Tanager - one seen (not by me) below Canastra; fairly 
common at Caraça 
  Scarlet-throated "Tanager" (Blackbird) - small flocks were 
common in the Januária and Pirapora region, with much singing 
etc.; this species just has to be an icterid (this despite its 
long having been considered to be a tanager, whatever that really 



is: behavior, voice, and morphology all point in that direction) 
  Green-winged Saltator - widespread and (especially by voice) 
common from Januária caatinga scrub and woodland onward 
  Grayish Saltator - a single bird heard near Pirapora was the 
only one 
  Black-throated Saltator - one seen near Pirapora, then quite 
common at Cipó (several remarkably close) and somewhat less so at 
Canastra 
  Red-cowled Cardinal - fairly common in the Januária/Pirapora 
region 
  Blue Finch - a nice singing male at Cipó, also a sneaky female 
there (near the Cinereous Warbling-Finch nest) 
  Blue-black Grassquit 
  Sooty Grassquit - several seen and heard at Pereque 
  Yellow-bellied Seedeater - by far the most widespread 
Sporophila on this trip, seen first at Cipó and then virtually 
throughout thereafter, including with the big mixed flock of 
seedeaters at the Nascente do Rio São Francisco in Canastra NP 
(where the most numerous species present); considerable singing; 
at most or all sites (including even Canastra) there was a 
minority of the white-bellied "Dubois-type" (now considered to be 
conspecific with Yellow-bellied S.) 
  Lined Seedeater - 1 male seen with the big mixed flock of 
seedeaters at the Nascente do Rio São Francisco in Canastra NP 
  Double-collared Seedeater - a few seen at Poço das Antas and 
around Capricórnio/Pereque; most numerous with the big mixed 
flock of seedeaters at the Nascente do Rio São Francisco in 
Canastra NP 
  White-bellied Seedeater - one male seen at Pirapora 
  Plumbeous Seedeater - a few seen at Canastra (but none, as 
seems usual with this species, accompanying the big mixed flock) 
  Capped Seedeater - 10+ males seen with the big mixed flock of 
seedeaters at the Nascente do Rio São Francisco in Canastra NP; 
females in this group cannot be identified to species, so there 
likely were at least as many females present as well; none were 
singing, and Ricardo was astonished to see them here (though 
based on my experiences elsewhere it looked like a perfectly 
typical spot for them) 
  Tawny-bellied Seedeater - 3+ males seen with the big mixed 
flock of seedeaters at the Nascente do Rio São Francisco in 
Canastra NP 
  Black-bellied Seedeater - 5+ dapper males seen with the big 
mixed flock of seedeaters at the Nascente do Rio São Francisco in 
Canastra NP 
  Gray Pileated Finch - common in Januária/Pirapora region, also 
a few at Cipó and Canastra 
  Bay-chested Warbling-Finch - one pair seen by a few along 
Tijuca Trail in Orgãos NP 
  Cinereous Warbling-Finch - pair seen at their nest at Cipó 
(Ricardo had previously located the nest when it was under 
construction; when we saw it it had two tiny nestlings and the 
adults were bringing in food) 
  Grassland Yellow-Finch - a few evident migrants (jumbled 



singing) at the Nascente do Rio São Francisco in Canastra NP 
  Stripe-tailed Yellow-Finch - a few seen at Cipó; then common at 
Canastra (especially above 1200 m; little or no singing) 
  Saffron Finch 
  Great Pampa Finch - several pairs at Canastra 
  Pale-throated Serra Finch - one pair at Cipó, then several more 
at Canastra (vigorous singing at both sites) 
  Wedge-tailed Grass Finch - fairly common in and around Canastra 
  Black-masked Finch - one pair in tall grass at Canastra (no 
singing) 
  Rufous-collared Sparrow 
  Grassland Sparrow - fairly common in the Januária/Pirapora 
region and at Cipó, then even more so in and around Canastra 
(though still not too much singing) 
  Half-collared Sparrow, Arremon semitorquatus (now an endemic of 
se. Brazil, this is a recent split from the Pectoral Sparrow, A. 
taciturnus, of Amazonia) - a marvelous responsive pair in an 
overgrown plantation at Pereque 
  São Francisco Sparrow - several pairs of this recently 
described species (closely related to Saffron-billed Sparrow) 
were eventually seen as they foraged on the ground inside 
caatinga woodland at Peruaçú (they remained singularly 
unresponsive to tape playback - the exact opposite of the 
previous species!) 
  Crested Oropendola - a few at Pirapora; then fairly common in 
and around Canastra, and again in the Capricórnio/Pereque region 
  Red-rumped Cacique - an active colony in the clearing at Poço 
das Antas; a few more in the Capricórnio/Pereque area 
  Campo Troupial - fairly common in the Januária/Pirapora region; 
considerable singing 
  Chestnut-capped Blackbird - one male seen at Januária fazenda; 
another in a farmyard near Pirapora (and some people saw a big 
flock here in the marsh at the hotel); another in a marsh as we 
were departing Canastra 
  Chopi Blackbird - widespread and common inland, including as 
far E as Carmo (but not Poço das Antas) 
  Forbes's Blackbird - at the Pirapora marsh, we clearly heard 
one of these give its unmistakable vocalization in response to 
tape playback, and then saw various blackbirds below us, but 
never did one sing again (nor did any really respond to tape 
playback) 
  Yellow-rumped Marshbird - a few pairs and flocks at Canastra 
  White-browed Blackbird - a couple seen in pastures at Poço das 
Antas turned out, amazingly enough, to be the only ones 
  Common Baywing (formerly called Bay-winged Cowbird but now 
thought not to be a cowbird at all, hence the name change, 
Agelaioides badius; fringillarius, found in ne. Brazil and which 
these birds were, may or may not be a separate species; the 
evidence is equivocal, so I do not split) - fairly common in the 
Januária/Pirapora region 
  Screaming Cowbird - a few seen and heard in the 
Januária/Pirapora region 
  Shiny Cowbird 



  Hooded Siskin - a couple seen at Cipó were the only ones 
  House Sparrow 
  Common Waxbill - small flocks seen at Pirapora, at gas station 
W of Belo Horizonte, near Teresópolis, and perhaps elsewhere 
 
  Guy Tudor will hopefully be supplying a mammal list for those 
who are interested. 


